Dessert Course Activity 4
	Topic: Diwali
	Faith: Hindu, Sikh, Jainism

	Menu 
	How Long

	Starter
	
	

	Main
	
	

	Dessert
	Diya Lamps 
	30 minutes

	Take Away
	
	

	 
	
	Total Time

30 mins

	Activity Description

Students will have the opportunity to learn about and make a traditional lamp used in the festival of Diwali. 

	Activity Explanation

Diya lamps are the lights used in Diwali. They are essentially beautifully crafted (hand made) candles. The actual lamp is often made from clay or a similar material which is then painted and filled with wax. Examples of diya lamps are shown on Resource Sheet 2. 
Students are invited to make their own diya lamps using the resources provided. This would probably be done in two stages – making the diya out of clay and then decorating the diya with paint. If appropriate, the tutor could pre-make the clay diya lamps and just use them for decorating. 

Diya lamps are beautiful and colourful. They are central to the celebratory spirit of Diwali and so the students should be encouraged to use bright and detailed patterns. For a twist on the activity, students could paint things that they celebrate in their lives on to the lamps. For example, a close friend, a personal achievement or an element from another faith. 

	Resources
Clay – self-drying clay would be excellent for this activity simply because you don’t have to fire it. However the effect is much better when fired. 
Paints – acrylic paints are ideal for decorating clay, however acrylic paints aren’t very forgiving and they do stain clothes. For a cheaper option poster paints can be used. Poster paints will require a few layers because the clay tends to ‘drink’ the paint! 
Resource Sheet 2 – examples of diya lamps. 

	Learning Outcomes Level 1: Students will have made a simple diya lamp. Level 2: Students will know what diya lamps are and recognise their significance in Diwali. 

	Suggested Levels All.


	Vocational Areas Trialled 



	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Visual, Kinaesthetic.

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Students learn to acknowledge different celebrations, or share their own celebrations with others. 

	Every Child Matters
	Making a positive contribution - Students can celebrate for themselves or acknowledge the festival as important to someone else, as seems appropriate to them.

	Equality and Diversity
	Help should be provided for students who struggle to use craft tools. 

	Health and Safety
	Tutor should be cautious if using knives or similar cutting implements. 

	Risk Assessment
	Low risk; slight risk if cutting implements are used. Classroom activity.  


