Diwali Main Course Activity 2
	Topic: Diwali
	Faith: Hindu, Sikh, Jainism

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter
	
	

	Main
	Stop The Press!
	30 minutes

	Dessert
	
	

	After Dinner Mints
	
	

	 
	
	Total Time

30 minutes

	Activity Description

Students have the opportunity to create a newsletter or newspaper article on Diwali. 

	Activity Explanation

This activity is designed to challenge the student’s resourcefulness, as they will have to find information to create the article. Information on Diwali can be obtained from the internet or library. The students have been asked to create an article or leaflet informing its reader of Diwali. The article doesn’t have to be long winded but it should give enough information that the reader knows about the festival. The students are free to complete this activity on their own but Resource Sheet 2 has been created to assist. The students should focus on getting information to answer these three points;
1. What is Diwali – who celebrates the festival, what the word ‘Diwali’ means and why people celebrate it. What does Diwali mean to those who celebrate it today?
2. The story of Diwali – there are three religions that recognise Diwali; Hinduism, Sikhism and Jainism. Student can choose to focus on the story of Diwali according to one religion. They may find information on Hinduism is easier to obtain.
3. How people celebrate Diwali – students should research and show how the festival is celebrated today. Some helpful starter points; people buy and wear new clothes – why? Diya lamps are used – what are they and why are they used? What happens in the homes of those who celebrates Diwali?

	Resources

Internet – to obtain information on Diwali. Some helpful starter points are the BBC faith and schools areas. Use keywords ‘Diwali, story, festival, diya lamps,’ for Google searches. 
Resource Sheet 2 – a blank copy of a newspaper article with the headings ready to be completed. Useful if time is short or if students require a nudge in the right direction. 

	Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to complete leaflet or newsletter article offering information about the Diwali festival.  

	Suggested Levels Level 2 and above.


	Vocational Areas Trialled 



	Tracking

	Learning Style 
	Visual

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Students will have an opportunity to experience something of the Diwali celebrations, and to gain an appreciation of story behind the festival.

	Every Child Matters
	Enjoy and achieve – Students will have an opportunity to learn about the festival of Diwali and learn about a culture different to their own.

	Equality and Diversity
	Some students will know more on this subject than others. It may be appropriate to partner students accordingly (link strong students with weaker students). 

	Health and Safety
	N/A – classroom activity. 

	Risk Assessment
	Low – classroom activity.


