Starter Course Activity 1

	Topic: Diwali
	Faith: Hindu, Sikh, Jainism

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter


	What do we know?
	5 minutes

	Main


	
	

	Dessert


	
	

	After Dinner Mints
	
	

	 
	
	Total Time

5 minutes

	Activity Description

A very simple activity designed to ‘kick off’ the tutorial. The aim is to find out how much students know about Diwali already. 


	Activity Explanation

The purpose of this activity is to start a tutorial by exploring what is known about Diwali already. Students can work together as that may encourage appropriate answers. This activity can be done in a number of ways; 

· The tutor writes “Diwali” on the write board or on a large piece of paper and asks students to write down everything that comes to mind when they think of Diwali. 

· The tutor could go round the room and ask each student to say one word / the first think that comes to their mind about Diwali. The tutor can collate the answers if he/she chooses to and use that as a basis for discussion. 

· Using Resource Sheet 1, the tutor cuts out and places the questions onto a table and one at a time the students pick and answer a question. If needed, the students can work together. This option is good for ended the tutorial with as a plenary. 

Answers for Resource Sheet 1 are as follows;

1. Which religions celebrate Diwali? Hinduism, Sikhism and Jainism, although anyone can take part in Diwali. 
2. What does the word ‘Diwali’ literally mean? Translated literally, the word Diwali means ‘row of lamps’. 
3. What country does Diwali originate from? India, although it is celebrated across the world. 
4. What are ‘Divas’? The lamps that are lit during Diwali. They are usually hand made from clay and decorated with beautiful colours and patterns. They signify the triumph of good over evil.
5. What time of year is Diwali celebrated? The date of Diwali is set by the Hindu calendar so it varies in the Western Calendar. It usually falls in October or November. Diwali is a New Year festival in the Vikrama calendar, where it fall on the night of the new moon in the month of Kartika. 
6. What is Diwali otherwise known as? The Festival of Lights. 

	Resources

White Board / Large piece of paper  - optional but very helpful to collate answers. 

Starter Resource Sheet 1 – a list of simple questions that can be printed and cut out. 

	Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to say what Diwali is and who celebrates it. 

	Suggested Levels All



	Vocational Areas Trialled  - N/A

	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Visual

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Students will have an opportunity to experience something of the Diwali celebrations, and to gain an appreciation of the festival.

	Every Child Matters
	Enjoy and achieve – Students will have an opportunity to learn about another culture. 

	Equality and Diversity
	

	Health and Safety
	N/A

	Risk Assessment
	Low – classroom activity. 


