Sukkot Main Course Activity 3
	Topic: Sukkot
	Faith: Judaism

	Menu 
	How Long


	Starter

	
	

	Main

	Simchat Torah
	20 minutes

	Dessert

	
	

	After Dinner Mints
	
	

	 
	
	Total Time
20 minutes

	Activity Description
Simchat Torah is a festival that takes place just after Sukkot. The name means ‘The Joy of the Torah’ and is indeed celebrated with lots of joy. The festival celebrates the Torah (Jewish scriptures – first 5 books of the Old Testament). The Torah is seen as the wisdom of G-d revealed to mankind. The word ‘Torah’ can be transliterated as ‘teaching’ or ‘instruction’. Some know it as ‘the law’ others know it simply as ‘the way’. Simchat Torah also marks the start of a new cycle of reading the Torah and learning new truths from G-d. This activity introduces the festival of Simchat Torah and invites students to consider what teaching they live by. 

	Activity Explanation
The Torah is a collection of 5 books; Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. It tells the story of the Jewish people and G-d who looks after them. The laws that Jews aim to live by can be found in the Torah; most notably the 10 Commandments which Moses revealed to the people on Mount Sinai. These laws are not just seen as ways to live a good life but as revelation of G-d’s will for humanity. They are seen as an invitation for a life of fulfilment. 

Invite the students to look at Resource Sheet 2 (a copy of the 10 Commandments). Ask them what they think of them; do they agree or disagree? Do they have different values they live by? Would they do anything differently? 

After a short discussion, hand out Resource Sheet 3. Ask the students to write down their own 10 Commandments. What are the values or teachings they aim to live by? Is there a teaching either from faith, culture, upbringing or personal reflection that they feel is important? 

Conclude by noting that we all have values, which we live by. For Jews, they aim to live according to G-d’s law. 

	Resources
Resource Sheet 2 – A printable sheet with the 10 Commandments on (taken from Exodus 20). 
Resource Sheet 3 – A printable sheet with 10 blank spaces in which students can write their own 10 Commandments.

	Learning Outcomes
Level 1: Students will be able to identify Simchat Torah as a Jewish Festival. 
Level 2: Students will reflect on their own personal values and consider what teachings or values they live by. 

	Suggested Levels All.

	Vocational Areas Trialled 
None known

	Tracking

	Learning Style 

	Visual 

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Students will gain an understanding of the importance of the Torah to Jews. In doing this, students will reflect on the importance of teachings that we have received or values that we live by. 

	Every Child Matters
	Enjoy and Achieve – students will learn about a culture and faith different to their own. 

	Equality and Diversity
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The Jewish scriptures are held with high regard in the Jewish faith, as are other scriptures for other members of faiths. The tutor should be aware that this activity seeks to empower the students to critically engage with faith-based scripture. Some may wish to not do this activity based on their own values and beliefs. 

	Health and Safety
	N/A

	Risk Assessment
	Low Risk, classroom activity. 



