Baha’i Dessert Activity 1
	
	Faith: Baha’i

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter


	
	

	Main


	
	

	Dessert


	Clay
	20 – 30 minutes

	Activity Description

This activity invites students to make a clay model of themselves, reflecting on what is good and unique about them. The Baha’i faith strongly places unity and equality as a central value for humans to hold to. The recommended clay used for this activity is self-drying clay which is readily available from craft suppliers (details in the resource section below). This activity works well for a small to medium sized group (between 3 and 7 is recommended). 

	Activity Explanation

Many of the world faiths have what is known as a ‘creation narrative’ – that is, a story that looks at how humans came into existence. Baha’is believe that creation is the will of God and as such creation has no beginning or end (rather, there are different forms of creation). We are all made from the same ‘stuff’; we are all equal and made with inestimable value, in the ‘image of God’. Baha’is recognise the creation accounts from other religions (especially the idea of humans being made out of clay) but view these as symbolic rather than literal. The point is we are all beautifully diverse, but also equal. 
Explain to the students that for a Baha’i, we are all equal because that's how God created humans; equally. As such we are all made out of the same ‘stuff’ and share in birth and death. A Baha’i recognises that there may be uniqueness and diversity among us, but these aren’t to be barriers but rather opportunities to work together. Invite students to take some clay and create a model of themselves from the clay. What makes them unique? What do they think is valuable in their lives? Allow for conversation and discussion. The point is simple, for a Baha’i, we are all made out of the same stuff, but we are also diverse and we have inestimable worth. 

Some discussion questions; 

· What kind of things makes us unique? 
· If equality and unity are important values for a Baha’i, how would they respond to issues such as discrimination, racism, terrorism etc.? What is our response to such issues?

· A Baha’i believes that equality and diversity are important things to think about because that is how God made us. Is a belief in God important when considering issues of equality and diversity? What assumptions / challenges does it bring?

· Is it important to consider our own sense of value and worth? Why or why not? 

· Considering our uniqueness and our strengths, what can we contribute to the school / college / wider community? What can we contribute to each other? 

	Resources 
Air drying clay – this is special clay that doesn’t cost much more than standard clay. It can be blasted in a kiln to dry, but will comfortably air-dry to a robust finish. 
Cleaning bowl / soap / towels etc.

Access to clean water

A place to put the finished models – any room that is at standard room temperature will do. 

	Learning Outcomes 
Students will understand the Baha’i view that we are all created by God (in the image of God).

Students will understand the Baha’i view that we are all equal and yet unique. 

Students will have reflected on their own sense of value and worth as they make a model of themselves.

	Suggested Levels Level 1


	Vocational Areas Trialled 
Fresher’s Festival, Equality and Diversity Fair, 

	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Kinaesthetic. 

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Students will reflect on what makes them unique whilst considering a Baha’i belief on equality and diversity. 


	Every Child Matters
	Positive Contribution – students will reflect on their own sense of uniqueness. This in turn will help them to consider what and how they can contribute to wider society. 


	Equality and Diversity
	Tutors should be aware of students from other faiths who may struggle to engage with this subject. Tutors should also consider additional support for those who have challenges with kinaesthetic based learning. 

	Health and Safety
	N/A



	Risk Assessment
	Low. Classroom or small group activity. 


