Baha’i Main Activity 2
	
	Faith: Baha’i

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter


	
	

	Main


	Unity
	15 minutes

	Dessert


	
	

	Activity Description

The unity of humanity is an essential aspect of the Baha’i faith. This activity invites the young people to reflect on a quote from a Baha’i leader and consider how unity 

	Activity Explanation

Read the following quote from Abdu’l-Baha – a famous Baha’i teacher.

“The diversity in the human family should be the cause of love and harmony, as it is in music where many different notes blend together in the making of a perfect chord. If you meet those of different race and colour from yourself, do not mistrust them and withdraw yourself into your shell of conventionality, but rather be glad and show them kindness. Think of them as different colored roses growing in the beautiful garden of humanity, and rejoice to be among them.” Abdu'l-Baha
Using Resource Sheet 1, ask the young people to write down what themes or images of unity appear in the quote and write those into the ‘unity’ circle. Again, ask them to write down what theme or images of diversity there are and write those into the ‘diversity’ circle. Tell them if they are not sure, that they can write the theme or image into the middle section in between the circles. Ask the group to share what they have written and why. What ideas or images does Abdu’l-Baha use when talking about unity? And what about diversity? 
Moving from this discussion, ask them to pinpoint elements of their college (or placement) where unity and diversity is seen. These could be obvious or subtle things. For example, what unites us in college? What divides us? What promotes our differences? What promotes our unity?

Ask the young people to imagine they are now on an advisory committee for equality and diversity in their college. Ask them to suggest ways in which to help the college be better at creating an equal community where everyone is respected, but also where our diversity is recognised and respected. Even though we are all different, how can we promote unity? 

	Resources 
 Resource Sheet 2 – A blank Venn Diagram

	Learning Outcomes 
Students will understand the Baha’i view that we are all equal and yet unique. Students will reflect on their own context and critically consider how unity and diversity is viewed. 

	Suggested Levels Level 3


	Vocational Areas Trialled 
Fresher’s Festival, Equality and Diversity Fair, 

	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Visual. 

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Students will reflect on what makes them unique whilst considering a Baha’i belief on equality and diversity. 


	Every Child Matters
	Positive Contribution – students will reflect on their own sense of uniqueness. This in turn will help them to consider what and how they can contribute to wider society. 


	Equality and Diversity
	Tutors should be aware of students from other faiths who may struggle to engage with this subject.  

	Health and Safety
	N/A



	Risk Assessment
	Low. Classroom or small group activity. 


