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Countries where religion originates;


Christianity finds its roots in Judaism. It is all based in Israel / Palestine / The Holy Land. Jesus was born in Bethlehem and lived in Nazareth. He died in Jerusalem and it was in Jerusalem that the early church started and spread all over the world. 








Religious celebrations/traditions:


Christians celebrate a number of festivals and traditions throughout the year. The more important ones are; 


Easter – remembering when Jesus died on the cross and rose again 3 days later. 


Christmas – remembering the birth of Christ. 





Important teachings:


Doctrines (core beliefs) differ between denominations but most will agree that;


Jesus is God, born as a human to share life with humanity. 


He died on a cross to take away guilt from human sin (wrong doing and anything that misses the mark from God’s best for us). 


Jesus rose to life three days later to offer new and eternal life to his followers and this offer is still available to us today. 





Place of worship:


Church – Christian churches come in many flavours, shapes and forms. There work in different ways but generally maintain the Bible as their main religious book and worship Jesus Christ. 


Typically in a church service there will be a time of prayer, worship songs, sharing and support for each other (known as fellowship) and a short teaching slot on a Biblical theme or element that helps us grow closer to God (known as a sermon or preach). 


Church services are traditionally help on Sundays however that isn’t true across the board. Some churches meet on other days of the week and most churches will have midweek meetings designed for different people. 





Religious symbol:








Who is followed?


Jesus Christ the Son, God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. 





Religious book:


The Bible, both the Old and New Testament. 





Country where religion originates;


Israel / Palestine / The Holy Land. 





Religious celebrations/traditions: Jews celebrate many festivals throughout the year. 


Yom Kippur.


Passover.


Hanukkah.


Sukkot.


Shauvot.


Purim.


Sabbath. 





Important teachings:


God appointed and chose the Jews as His chosen people. Jews believe they have been given a role to set an example in holiness and ethical behaviour. For Jews, the law and 10 Commandments are fundamental in learning how to be better Jews. These are all found in the Torah (Exodus 20 for the 10 Commandments). 





Place of worship:


Jews worship at places of worship known as ‘synagogues’ which means “house of assembly”. Synagogues tend to have a large hall for collective worship and prayers. Some synagogues have sides rooms used for other purposes including studying the Torah (called Beit Midrash). 








Religious symbol:














The 6-pointed star of David. 








The





Who is followed?


God, “Yahweh” or “The LORD”. 





Religious book:


The Torah is the first 5 books of the Old Testament Bible and considering fundamental to the Jewish faith. Second to that is the Talmud, which is the written version of the oral law. 





Country where religion originates:


Buddhism is traced back to India. 





Religious celebrations/traditions:


Buddhists celebrate a number of things throughout the year. Two important festivals are; 


Wesak – festival celebrating the birth and enlightenment of Buddha. 


Nirvana day – remembering Buddha’s death. 





Important teachings:


Buddhists believe that all life is interconnected and so compassion is natural and important. Buddhism is a tradition that focuses on personal spiritual development. Buddhists strive for a deep insight into the true nature of life and do not worship gods or deities. 


The history of Buddhism is the story of one man’s spiritual journey to enlightenment and of the teaching that developing from it. 





Place of worship:


Buddhists worship mainly in Temples but they also conduct worship in private homes. A Buddhist temple is known as a Vihara. 





Religious symbol:


����The wheel is the symbol of the Buddhist symbol of life, an endless cycle of life birth and rebirth. 





Who is followed?


Buddha





Religious book:


Dharma (name given for the Buddhist teachings). Most important are the 4 noble truths and the 8-fold path. 





Country where religion originates;


Islam originates from Saudi Arabia (Middle East). 





Religious celebrations/traditions:


There are a number of festivals and traditions that Muslims take part in. These in;


Ramadam.


Al Hisra. 


Eid ul Adha.


Eid ul Fitr. 





Important teachings:


Muslims believe there is one god, Allah. Muhammad is his prophet. There are five pillars of Islam, which is the Islamic declaration of faith. These are;


Praying five times a day. 


Giving to charity (almsgiving). 


Fasting (restraining from eating and drinking certain foods).


Recognising there is no other God than Allah. 


Making a pilgrimage to Mecca once in a lifetime. 





Place of worship: 


Muslims worship in Mosques and leaders called “Imam” lead them. Mosques are holy places where Muslims go to pray, worship and learn how to live. 





Religious symbol:








The star and the moon is a symbol showing how Islam can guide us through life in the same way the star and the moon guides us in the dark. 





Who is followed?


Muslims follow God, who is called Allah (Allah being the Arabic word for God).  Muslims worship Allah and it is noted that Allah is the only god. However, Muhammad who is his prophet is greatly honoured by Muslims. �Religious book:


Muslims read the Quran and recognise it as God speaking to us. 





Country where religion originates:


Hinduism originates from India. 





Religious celebrations/traditions:


Similar to other religions there are a number of festivals and traditions that Hindus take part in. These include;


Diwali. 


Ganesh.


Chathurth.


Holi.


Mahashiviati. 





Important teachings:


Religious life is about living appropriately, following the principles and practices which will lead to rebirth. God may manifest in different forms so many gods are honoured in Hindu traditions. 





Place of worship:


Hindus worship in Temples but generally Hinduism is an individualistic belief system. Having said that, Hindu communities are very well establishes in many large cities around the world. 





Religious symbol:














Aum or Om is the symbols that Hindus use in prayer and it means ‘God’. 





Who is followed?


There is a diversity of beliefs within Hinduism. Generally, Hindus are described as having a pantheon of gods. However there are some who would consider that those gods are under a unified idea of Brahman.  


Religious book:


The Bhagauad – gita. 








