
Vaisakhi Starter Activity 1
	Topic: Vaisakhi
	Faith: Sikhism

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter


	The Khanda
	10 minutes

	Main


	 
	

	Dessert


	
	

	 
	
	Total Time

10 mins

	Activity Description
The Khanda is the Sikh symbol and it is known across the world as such. This activity is a simple opportunity for students to get to know the symbol and its meaning. 


	Activity Explanation

Resource Sheet 1 is a jigsaw puzzle of the Khanda. To prepare, print out the sheet onto card and cut out the jigsaw. Give a jigsaw to pairs and allow them to complete it. 
Explain to the group that the Khanda Emblem is a mix of three symbols, represented by three different items.

· A double-edged sword also called a Khanda which is in the centre. 
· Chakkar – a traditional steel ring. 
· Two single-edged swords, are crossed at the bottom and sit on either side of the Khanda and Chakkar. They represent the dual characteristics of Miri-Piri, showing how a spiritual and temporal authority can work together. 
The Khanda is the symbol for Sikhism across the world. The use of weapons in the symbol can seem odd, however a core element of the Sikh faith is the protection of the weak and fighting of injustice. The Khanda is a symbol of this. 


	Resources
Resource Sheet 1 – a jigsaw puzzle of the Khanda

	Learning Outcomes

Students will know the Khanda is the symbol for Sikhism. 
Students will know the Khanda is made up from three small symbols. 

	Suggested Levels Level 1, Level 2. 


	Vocational Areas Trialled 



	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Visual and Kinaesthetic. 

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Young people will engage with an Indian cultural activity and learn an important symbol in that culture. 

	Every Child Matters
	Positive Contribution – young people develop communication skills within a group context. Young people learn an important symbol of a different culture. 

	Equality and Diversity
	Students who struggle with fiddly activities may need additional support. 

	Health and Safety
	N/A



	Risk Assessment
	Low. Classroom, group activity. 





