Easter Dessert Activity 1

	Topic: Easter
	Faith: Christianity

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter


	
	

	Main


	Palm Cross
	15 Minutes

	Dessert


	
	

	After Dinner Mints
	
	

	 
	
	Total Time

15 mins

	Activity Description

A short craft activity that is traditional at Easter time. Students will be invited to make their own palm cross whilst learning about the significance of the palm cross to Christians. Whilst the activity is relatively simple, it does require some degree of patience to complete. This activity is very cheap (or free!) depending on where the tutor can source their materials. Ready-made palm crosses are easily available from online shopping companies, Christian resource shops and some churches. 

	Activity Explanation

The palm cross is a traditional craft activity done at Easter time. The cross is significant to Christians on its own as it reminds them that Jesus died on the cross at Easter time. However, being a palm cross it also reminds Christians of the time Jesus entered Jerusalem on the back of a donkey and he was given a royal welcome. Palm leaves were placed on the floor to make a pathway for Jesus. Palm crosses are therefore used on Palm Sunday to mark Jesus’ entrance and to honour the fact it is the week before Easter. 
Resource Sheet 1 offers an illustrated guide to folding and creating a Palm cross. The process requires some patience, but it is worth it. 

	Resources 
Resource Sheet 1 – a simple guide to folding a palm cross. There are also many guides available for free on the internet, including video clips. 
Strips of Palm – you’ll need at least 15 inches long – 24 inches at most. 
Paper – if palm material can’t be sourced.

	Learning Objectives
Students will create a symbol of significant religious importance to Christians. Students will understand the importance of the cross to Christians.  

	Suggested Levels Level 1 (Foundation)


	Vocational Areas Trialled 

Foundation Learning. 

	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Visual and Auditory.

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	The Easter story is primarily a Christian festival. Students will have the opportunity to learn more about why Christians celebrate this festival, including the significance of the cross. 

	Every Child Matters
	Enjoy and Achieve – young people will create a symbol of significant religious importance for Christians. They will learn about the Christian story of Easter. 

	Equality and Diversity
	Tutors may need to ensure there is additional support for students who struggle with motor / hand functions. 

	Health and Safety
	N/A

	Risk Assessment
	Low. Classroom, group activity. 




