
Easter Starter Activity 1

	Topic: Easter
	Faith: Christian

	Menu 
	How Long



	Starter


	Forgiveness
	10 minutes

	Main


	
	

	Dessert


	
	

	 
	
	Total Time

10 mins

	Activity Description

The story of Easter holds huge significance to Christians. One of the main aspects of the story is about forgiveness and how God forgives us for our sin (a theological term essentially meaning ‘wrong doing’). This starter activity introduces the theme of forgiveness and invites young people to reflect on how that may relate to them.   

	Activity Explanation

Invite the young people to share what they think about forgiveness. Encourage individuals to think of words and phrases for what forgiveness is and write them on the board. 

Set up a ‘continuum’ line across the classroom with the phrases ‘impossible to forgive’ at one end and ‘easy to forgive’ at the other. Tell students you are going to read out a set of scenarios. For each one, students should decide how easy they would find it to forgive the perpetrator and place themselves accordingly on the continuum line. Pause between each scenario to invite reflection and as the young people why they chose that position. The statements are;

· Your best friend stands by and does nothing as bullies beat you up. 

· Your best friend repeatedly fails to help when bullies pick on you.

· At a party, your boyfriend / girlfriend flirts with someone else.

· At a party, your boyfriend / girlfriend kisses someone else. 

· A classmate tells the tutor that you were fighting during break.

· A tutor wrongly accuses you of starting a fight and you are punished for it. 

· Someone lies to the police and you are arrested as a result. 

· A jury wrongly finds you guilty of a crime, unaware that the evidence presented to them is false. 

· A drunk driver kills a member of you family and drives away from the scene. 

· A drunk driver kills a member of your family, hands themselves into the police and promises never to drink and drive again. 

Encourage discussion and ask for feedback on what makes forgiveness harder or easier. Consider: the seriousness of the wrong, the extent to which the wrong can be put right, the age or mental stability of the perpetrator, they remorsefulness of the perpetrator, the changed nature of the perpetrator. 

For Christians, a central aspect of Easter is that no matter what wrong we have done, God forgives us for it. The cross of Christ is a symbol of that forgiveness, as Jesus died for the wrong doing of everyone else. Perhaps the most famous verse in the Bible is John 3:16 which says, ‘God so loved the world that He gave is only Son (Jesus) so that whoever believes in him won’t die but have everlasting life.’ The crux of Easter is that God loves us so much that He was willing to make amends on our behalf and forgive us our wrong. 
 

	Resources 
Paper signs – for the continuum; one saying ‘easy to forgive’ and the other saying ‘impossible to forgive’. 

	Learning Outcomes 
Young people will understand that forgiveness is a major aspect of Easter for Christians. Young people will reflect on their own experiences and feelings of forgiveness and express these appropriately to peers. 

	Suggested Levels Level 1


	Vocational Areas Trialled 



	Tracking

	Learning Style 


	Kinaesthetic. 

	Spiritual/Moral/Social/Cultural
	Forgiveness is a deep and difficult subject to talk about. This activity offers young people the opportunity to being to reflect on what it means to forgive and how this relates to the Easter story. 

	Every Child Matters
	Make a positive contribution – young people will reflect on forgiveness and why it is important to reconcile relationships. 


	Equality and Diversity
	Easter is primarily a Christian festival. Although this activity seeks to be inclusive in nature, the tutor needs to be aware of other people of faith in the group. Also, the subject of forgiveness can sometimes be quite painful for some people so sensitivity is required. 

	Health and Safety
	N/A



	Risk Assessment
	Low. Classroom, group activity. 



